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things. Whereupon the King commanded the Archbishop to do homage, and to consecrate those Bishops whom the King had made ; but this being only a feigned message, to keep fair with the King, and the Archbishop having received a private letter to the contrary, the Archbishop still disobeyed the King. And at length the King was forced to yield up the point, reserving only the ceremony of homage to himself from the Bishops, in respect of temporalities. And King John afterwards, after several contests, by his charter, acknowledging the custom and right of the crown in former times, yet granted by common consent of the barons, that the Bishops should be elligible by the chapter; which was after confirmed by several acts of parliament. Which election by the chapter was to be a free election, but founded upon the King's conge d' elire; and afterwards to have the royal assent; and the newly-elected Bishop was not to have his temporalities restored, until he had sworn allegiance to the King; but it was agreed, that confirmation and consecration should be in the power of the Pope; by which means he gained in effect the disposal of all the bishoprics in England. 1 InsL 134. Gibs. 104. 3 Salk. 71.
But neither was he content with this power only of confirmation and consecration, but would oftentimes collate to the bishoprics himself: whereupon by the statute of the 26th Edward III. st. 6, it was enacted as followeth: viz. The free elections of Archbishops, Bishops, and all other dignities and benefices elective in England, shall hold from henceforth in the manner as they were granted by the King's progenitors, and the ancestors of other ] ords, founders of the said dignities and other benefices. And in case that reservation, collation, or provision be made by the court of Rome, of any archbishopric, bishopric, dignity or other benefice, in disturbance of the free elections aforesaid ; the King shall have for that time the collations to the archbishoprics and other dignities elective which be of his advowry; such as his progenitors had before that free election was granted; since that the election was first granted by the King's progenitors upon a certain form and condition, as to demand license of the King to choose, and after the election to have his royal assent, and not in other manner; which